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[2019] CCJ 9 (AJ)
IN THE CARIBBEAN COURT OF JUSTICE
Appellate Jurisdiction
ON APPEAL FROM THE COURT OF APPEAL OF GUYANA

CCJ Appeal No GYCV2019/007
GY Civil Appeal No 100 of 2018

BETWEEN
ZULFIKAR MUSTAPHA

APPELLANT

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL OF GUYANA

RESPONDENT

AND

AND THE CHAIRMAN OF THE
GUYANA ELECTIONS COMMISSION

Before The Honourables

ADDED
RESPONDENT

Mr Justice Saunders, PCCJ
Mr Justice Wit, JCCJ
Mr Justice Hayton, JCCJ
Mr Justice Anderson, JCCJ
Mme Justice Rajnauth-Lee, JCCJ

Appearances
Mr Douglas Mendes, SC, Mr Chandrapratesh Satram, Mr Devesh Maharaj, Mr
Mohabir Anil Nandlall, Mr Manoj Narayan, Ms Kandace Bharath and Ms Marcia
Nadir Sharma for the Appellant
Mr Hal Gollop, QC, Mr Ralph Thorne, QC, Mr Basil Williams, SC and Mr Nigel
Hawke for the Respondent
JUDGMENT
of
The Honourable Justice Saunders, President and
The Honourable Justices Wit, Hayton and Rajnauth-Lee,
Delivered by
The Honourable Mr Justice Saunders, President
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	Description
	On March 14, 2017 the President provided a statement on the qualities of the chairman of the Guyana Election Commission. The Leader of the Opposition then provide the president with a list of names and CVs on May 2, 2017. The President found this list unacceptable under the Constitution and his statement, without additional explanation.  This was the second instance under similar circumstances. The Government and Opposition against met to issue a joint statement stating that the Chairman needed to be appointed without undue delay and the Opposition Leader would submit a third list. The statement also included a provision that stated a team would be assembled, in the even the third list was rejected, to bring exploring modalities. It was unclear if this option was considered. The third list was against rejected on October 19, 2017 and the President appointed a Chairman. The court considered the motions moot because the Chairman voluntarily resigned from his office on June 18, 2019. The court stated that the President and Leader of the Opposition should refer to its earlier decision reference on how to proceed with the new appointment. The court upheld its prior ruling (unilateral appointment was unconstitutional) and considered the motions moot. The court further directed the parties to its earlier determination.

	Language
		English
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