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State of Washington v. Facebook, Inc. 

Judgment
	Question Presented
	Whether Facebook violated election law by not maintaining records of their political advertising and failing to make those records available to the public. 

	Alleged Acts
	The State of Washington alleges that Facebook violated Washington State law by failing to maintain records of political advertising in Washington State elections from 2013 through 2018 and by failing to make these records available to the public during “normal business hours” for three years after a relevant election. Additionally, the State alleges that Facebook’s actions were negligent and/or intentional.

	Procedural history
	The State of Washington brought this action in King County, Washington, United States. Facebook removed the case to the U.S. District Court Western District of Washington. The district court judge remanded the case to the trial court in King County, Washington.

	Summary
	The Attorney General of Washington State brought an action against Facebook after Facebook failed to maintain and provide public access to information regarding political advertising in local Washington State elections pursuant to RCW 42.17A.  The law requires “each commercial advertiser who has accepted or provided political advertising or electioneering communications during an election campaign [to] maintain current books of account and related materials as provided by rule that shall be open for public inspection during normal business hours during the campaign” and for a period of no less than three years after the date of the applicable election. Various persons submitted requests to Facebook for such information but never received access. For example, one person made an appointment with Facebook counsel to inspect documents and books of account related to Facebook’s political advertising; when he arrived at Facebook’s offices, counsel refused to show him the appropriate documents. Upon Facebook’s refusal to open its books, the person filed a citizen action notice with the Attorney General. The Attorney General then filed this suit. This case did not go to trial because Facebook agreed to a settlement of $238,000.

	Conclusion
	The parties reached a settlement whereby Facebook agreed to pay a $238,000 fine.

	Legal Issue(s)
		Campaign Finance
	Social Media



	Applicable Law(s)
	RCW 42.17A.001(1); RCW 42.17A.005(9), (35), (36), (42)(a); RCW 42.17A.345

	Region
	Americas

	Country
	United States of America

	Language of Decision
		English



	Court
	Trial Court

	Election Type
	Municipal

	Date of decision
	Jun 8, 2018

	Geolocation
	Latitude: 47.5901501740669
Longitude: -122.31262229382993
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