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The Verdict issued by the Local Elections Law, authorized to hold this
trial in the name of the Palestinian Arab people

The judges:
Judge Rafiq Zuhd, as the president
The Judge Mohannad Al-Arda as member
The Judge: Yasmin Jarad, as member

The Appealers:
1. “The City for All” List in its capacity as one of the listing running for
the local elections of Beitunia locality and for the membership in the
Beitunia municipality, through its legal representative Arafat Mahmoud
Ameen Khalaf
2. Arafat Mahmoud Ameen Khalad, holder of ID 9782132, in his personal
capacity and his capacity as the head of the list, one of the candidates
for Beitunia local elections and one of the voters in the local elections
in Beitunia
3. Mustafa Siham Mustafa Kurt, holder of ID 925516635, in his personal
capacity and in his capacity of member in the City for All list and one
of the candidates and voters for local Beitunia locality elections.
4. Marwan Mahmoud Darwish Baragethi, holder of ID 925516635, in his
personal capacity, and as member of the City for All list, candidate and
voter in Beitunia local elections.
5. Salman Mahmoud Salman, holder of ID 905608063, in his personal
capacity, and as member of the City for All list, candidate and voter in
Beitunia local elections.
6. Hamed Hassan Jum’a Abdel Mu’ti, holder of ID 415044114, in his
personal capacity, and as member of the City for All list, candidate and
voter in Beitunia local elections.
7. Lina Na’eem Ibrahim Al-Tafesh, holder of ID 959133646, in her
personal capacity, and as member of the City for All list, candidate and
voter in Beitunia local elections.
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City for All List, et. al v. Palestinian Central Election Commission, et. al

Judgment
	Question Presented
	Whether the error in registration on the voter list of one candidate from an independent candidate list should result in rejecting the application of all the candidates on the list, and thus the entire list, from running for election. 

	Alleged Acts
	The plaintiffs allege that the Palestinian Central Elections Committee (CEC) improperly rejected the nomination of the City for All List (“the List”) for the Beituna elections because one of the List’s members, Hasan Issa Hassan Muheisen, was not properly registered on the Beituna’s voters’ list, but rather on the voters’ list in Ramallah. As a result of the rejection, the plaintiffs allege that all the candidates on the City for All List were deprived of their right to run for election. 

	Procedural history
	The CEC rejected the candidates on the City for All List from running in the Beitunia, Ramallah, and Al-Bireh municipal elections due to the ineligibility of one candidate on the list.   The City for All List, in conjunction with 11 members of the List as individual candidates on the list, appealed the CEC’s decision to the Electoral Court. 

	Summary
	The plaintiffs are the City for All List and 11 individual applicant-candidates of the List who allege that the CEC improperly barred the List and its members from running in municipal elections because one of the List’s candidates, Hasan Issa Hassan Muheisen, was not registered on the voter roll in Beitunia municipality. Instead, Hassan Muheisen was registered on the voter roll in Ramallah municipality. The CEC refused to register the City for All List, the candidate Muheisen, and all other the member-candidates running on the City for All List because of Muheisen’s lack of registration on the voter roll in the Beitunia municipality, where they wished to compete in the election.    The plaintiffs provide a series of reasons for contesting the CEC’s rejection. First, the rejection is generally invalid because the CEC did not address all the issues raised by the plaintiffs in their appeal to the CEC on 9/7/2017. They argued that the List was submitted properly and met all requirements under election law and that, it is the responsibility of the CEC, not the party or the candidates, to “verify and confirm that the nomination applications are complete and meet all the legal requirements.” The plaintiffs also stated that the CEC assumed, without mentioning proof, that the plaintiffs submitted the List in bad faith and for the purpose of getting around the laws regulating the election process. Additionally, candidate Hassan Muheisen is a resident of Beitunia and “was committed to paying all his due fees and taxes” imposed for misregistering on the Ramallah voter roll. They argue that an entire list can only be rejected in instances where withdrawing a candidate(s) causes the total number of candidates on the list to fall below “the majority of the number of seats allocated to the electoral district” in accordance with article 14, paragraph 5 of Local Election Law No. 10 of 2005. Therefore, Hassan Muheisen being kept on or removed from the List will not affect the legal order of the other candidates or the validity of the List at large. And, rejecting the entire List instead of only removing Hassan Muheisen violates Articles 14, 16, 17, 18, and 20 of the Local Elections Law No. 10 of 2005. They added that the rejection of the List violates the rights of the List candidates to participate in political life “in accordance with the principles of equal opportunities.” Finally, the CEC’s rejection does not safeguard the elections process, does not allow for a strong and competent local council and does not restore citizens’ trust in the elections process.   In its decision on appeal, the Electoral Court cited Article 14(5) of the Local Elections Law No. 10 of 2005 mandating that the number of candidates on an electoral list could not be less than the majority of seats for the contested locality. Even though candidate Hassan Muheisen had not correctly registered on the voter roll, the Court held that the number of remaining registered candidates on the List did not fall below the required threshold. Therefore, the Court held that the City for All List was still valid and its members are eligible to run in the Beitunia municipal elections. The Court concluded that the CEC’s interpretation of Local Elections Law No. 10 of 2005 was incorrect and its rejection of the List partially violated the law. Consequently, the Electoral Court reversed the CEC ruling for the party and all the party’s members, except for the candidate who did not register correctly. 

	Conclusion
	The CEC decision is reversed for all appellants, except for Hasan Issa Hassan Muheisen, and the registration for the City for All List is accepted to compete in the municipal elections. 
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