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JUDGMENT

VAN DER WALT. J
On 14 July 2001 by-elections were held in wards 5 and 12 of the Mandeni
municipality in KwaZulu-Natal.

The result of the by-election in ward 5 was as follows;

'the candidate of the Ubumbano Iwesizwe Independent Residents' Association
("UliRA"), Sibani Mdletshe, polled 360 votes;
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Inkatha Freedom Party v. Independent Electoral Commission

Judgment
	Question Presented
	Whether alleged electoral illegalities were  sufficient to require an investigation into the election results.

	Alleged Acts
	  Elections were held on July 14, 2001 in KwaZuklu-Natal. IFP loged a formal objection in the Independent Electoral Commission against the election results due to the small victory margin and the following events: verbal abuse and chasing away of voters perceived to be IFP voters; IEC officials were perceived to be under the influence and chase way; open campaigning inn vehicles fitted with loud speakers; and the IFP candidate was refused entry into a voting station. The applicant alleged that the incidents materially impacted the election results.

	Summary
	The court stated that in ward twelve where the victory margin was only three votes the allegations were sufficient to warrant an investigation and cannot be dismissed.The court required the Election Commission to address the objection of the Inkatha Freedom Party based on the turning away of voters on election day. The court further required that the Election Commission determine whether the alleged incidents were material to the election results and provide reasons to reach its decision.

	Legal Issue(s)
		Civil Procedure
	Electoral Integrity 



	Region
	Africa

	Country
	South Africa

	Language of Decision
		English



	Court
	Electoral Court

	Election Type
	General

	Date of decision
	Jul 14, 2001

	Geolocation
	Latitude: -33.87375177
Longitude: 18.6816943
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