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Uzodinma v. Ihedioha

Judgment
	Question Presented
	Whether the votes administered on incorrect ballots were improperly considered void. Whether the Governor failed to ascertain a majority vote based upon those results. 

	Alleged Acts
	The petitioners allege that votes from 388 polling station not administered on the correct forms. The petitioner further argues that the voiding of those ballots denied 213,695 individuals of the right to vote.  The respondents denied that this occurred.

	Procedural history
	The trial Tribunal dismissed the claim stating that it lacked merit. The petitioner appealed and the lower court against dismissed the claim. The petitioner again appealed to this court. 

	Summary
	The court indicated that the case before the court was largely evidentiary in nature. After reviewing the documentation, the court determined that the respondents failed to meet their evidentiary burden to prove that the ballots were fake or forged. The court overruled the over court's based on their misunderstanding of the burden of proof. 

	Conclusion
	The votes from the 388 polling stations were  unlawfully excluded. Accordingly, those votes must be added to the results and Ihedioha was not duly elected as the majority vote winner. The majority vote winner was Uzodinma, and he is elected Governor.

	Legal Issue(s)
		Disputing Results
	Electoral Administration Irregularities 
	Electoral Integrity 



	Applicable Law(s)
	Electoral Act No. (6) (2010) 97:64 O.G., A1103 (Nigeria).

	Region
	Africa

	Country
	Nigeria

	Language of Decision
		English



	Court
	Supreme Court

	Election Type
	Local

	Date of decision
	Jan 14, 2020

	Geolocation
	Latitude: 8.98791035050647
Longitude: 7.4724543374907455
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