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[2018] CCJ 13 (AJ)

IN THE CARIBBEAN COURT OF JUSTICE
Appellate Jurisdiction

ON APPEAL FROM THE COURT OF APPEAL OF BARBADOS
CCJ Appeal No BBCV2018/002
BB Civil Appeal No.6 of 2018

BETWEEN

EDDY DAVID VENTOSE

APPLICANT/INTENDED
APPELLANT

AND
CHIEF ELECTORAL OFFICER

Before the Right Honourable:
And the Honourables:

RESPONDENT

Sir Dennis Byron, President CCJ
Mr. Justice A. Saunders, JCCJ
Mr. Justice D. Hayton, JCCJ
Mr. Justice W. Anderson, JCCJ
Mr. Justice D. Barrow, JCCJ

Appearances:
Mr. Elliot Mottley QC, Mr. Leslie Haynes QC, Ms. Faye F. Finisterre, Ms. Kashkha
Mottley and Mr. Nicholas Jackman for the Applicant/Intended Appellant
Ms. Jennifer Edwards QC, Solicitor General for the Respondent
REASONS FOR DECISION
of
The Right Honourable Sir Dennis Byron, President and the Honourable Justices
Saunders, Hayton, Anderson and Barrow
Delivered by
The Right Honourable Sir Dennis Byron
on the 16th day of May 2018
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	Description
	The petitioner filed an urgent request to be registered as a voter before the May 24, 2018 elections. Among the registration requirements was a requirement that a person reside in Barbados for a period of three years. The Chief Electoral Officer was not convinced that the petitioner satisfied this requirement and issued letters on May 8–10, 2018. The petition was a St. Lucian national residing in Barbados since April 2010. The petitioner resided under a Barbados CARICOM Skilled National Certificate, but when he inquired about his voting status the Chief Electoral Officer stated that CARICOM Skilled National Certificates did not constitutes residency in 2013. Similarly, in 2017 and 2018 the petitioner against refusing voting status. The petitioner sought a declaration that he was an eligible voter and for the Chief Electoral Officer to register him as a voter. The longstanding policy of Barbados is that residents are citizens, permanent resident or holders of immigrant status. The court determined that the petitioner fell within the definition. The court refuted the Chief Electoral Officer and Court of Appeal’s holding that the Chief Electoral Officer had implied discretion over whether an applicant meets the requirements. The court stated that the legal framework was very specific and lacked discretion over statutory criteria. The Chief Electoral Officer must register the petitioner as an elector.

	Language
		English



	Geolocation
	Latitude: 13.098843152719274
Longitude: -59.61440971566301
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